Notable Quote
“Military people,

military families are
heavily dependent
upon the comfort
that is given by
prayer--prayer
alone or prayer with

others...”

—Senator John Warner,
Chairman, Senate Armed

Services Committee
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NCMAF/ECVAC Colleagues —

Please permit me to introduce you to our newest initiative — the Newsletter.

The NCMAF Executive Committee has been considering this venture for over a year. We are now
piloting it as a means to advance our respective ministries. The NCMAF guidelines remind us why
we exist as an organization. Below are four of the items from our Purpose and Responsibility
statement. I believe each of these is advanced by our newsletter.

- To provide a means of dialogue to discuss concerns and objectives and, when agreed upon,
to take action with the appropriate authority to support the spiritual ministry to and the
moral welfare of the armed forces.

- To disseminate information on matters which affect the ministry of the chaplains and the
spiritual and moral welfare of service personnel and their families.

- To manifest to the nation and its armed forces that there are common areas of spiritual
and moral convictions to which those within the Conference affirm unified commitment.
- To foster ways and means to support the spiritual ministry of the chaplaincies.
Chaplaincy today is vibrant, essential, and forward reaching.

Chaplaincy is vibrant as we see an ever increasing recognition of the importance of the spiritual in the
lives of the citizens of our nation as well as among our military members. This heightened
awareness is magnified by our nation’s involvement to stop the spread of extremism that employs
instruments of terror. Our chaplains and our nation’s faith communities are critical for our people.

Chaplaincy is essential as our people have need for the services we offer. The military and Veteran’s
organization would be crippled without the chaplaincy. Our nation’s commitment to religious
freedom, free exercise, and personal choice quite literally demands the chaplaincy. Again, our
essential contributions are enhanced by the current deployments and the unstable and dangerous
environment in which our sons and daughters carry on their faithful work.

Chaplaincy is forward reaching as we send our chaplains forward with our personnel wherever they are
called to serve. To do this we have learned to cooperate in ways that go beyond the traditional
interactions in our civilian communities. But even as we do so, we always seek to permit our
members to participate without compromising the faith they have been sent to live and present in
their ministry. This has always been a challenge and is no less so today.

My hope and prayer is for NCMAF/ECVAC to continue to carry out our purposes. We are indeed to
“foster ways and means to support the spiritual ministry of the chaplaincies.” This newsletter is to
serve as a vehicle to that end. Iwelcome any suggestions you may have to assist in this effort. Please
make use of it in your ministry.

Herm Keizer, Chairman, Executive Committee
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Chiefs of Chaplains Address Senate/House Conference Committee

Senator John Warner's statement to the Senate on 19 September2006 — “For example, I asked each of the
chiefs of the chaplains of the Army, Navy, and the Air Force to come in and speak to the conferees -- there
were only four conferees there at that time -- which they did. I attached the utmost confidentiality as to
what they said. But I was left with the impression that now is not the time to try to quickly put this one
sentence into law by virtue of incorporating it into the final draft of the conference report. Those
chaplains would be quite willing to come before the Congress in open session. Let the whole of the United
States see this debate unfold, as it should.

Full statement at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006 /november/fullarticle/SenatorJohnWarner.pdf

(Editors note — The Conference Committee recommended to the Congress to delete language from the
House version of the Defense Appropriations Bill. Instead the Congress “Directed suspension of current

policies of the Air Force and Navy regarding religious practices pending committee hearings on the issue
of public prayer by military chaplains.”)

Pentagon Display Honors Military Chaplains

By Steven Donald Smith
American Forces Press WASHINGTON, June 26, 2006 — A new display commemorating the service of
military chaplains was dedicated June 23 in a ceremony at the Pentagon.

"This ceremony commemorates the unselfish
ministry of a group of unsung heroes in the
Department of Defense - our military chaplains
and assistant chaplains,” David S.C. Chu,
undersecretary of defense for personnel and
readiness, said during the exhibit dedication
ceremony in a refurbished portion of the
building's fifth floor A ring.

The display - the first in the Pentagon to
specifically honor chaplains - consists of four
backlit that highlight the
accomplishments and service of military
chaplains since the American Revolution.
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David S.C. Chu, undersecretary of defense for

personnel and readiness, speaks during an exhibit

than 7,500 chaplains, chaplains'
assistants and religious program specialists are

currently serving around the world. These

.. e . More
dedication ceremony to military chaplains at the

Pentagon, June 23. The display is the first in the
Pentagon to specifically honor chaplains. It consists
of four backlit panels that highlight the
accomplishments and service of military chaplains.
It is located on the fifth floor of the building's A ring.
Photo by Steven Donald

chaplains represent more than 200 religious
organizations, officials said.

Defense Department officials said the
chaplaincy ministry exists to provide the
constitutionally guaranteed right to exercise
religion.

The ceremony included scripture readings from Christian, Jewish and Muslim chaplains.

"Ministers, rabbis, imams and spiritual leaders of these organizations are endorsed to serve as military
chaplains," Chu said. "We are thankful to the extraordinary partnership that exists between the churches of
our land and Department of Defense to make the chaplaincy work."


http://www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/SenatorJohnWarner.pdf
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Four Chaplains

A panel commemorating four military chaplains who died during World War II is part of a
Pentagon display honoring chaplains unveiled June 23. Defense Dept. photo by Steven Donald Smith
See full article at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/PentagondisplayHon.pdf

Air Force Dedicates Air Force Memorial

The Air Force dedicated the new Air Force Memorial on October 14 and 15. As
part of the dedication ceremony Chaplain, Major General Charles C. Baldwin,
United States Air Force, Air Force Chief of Chaplains, spoke at a memorial
service on Sunday morning. An excerpt of his address is below.

“This site is not about airplanes, missiles or satellites that are the weapons of
America’s Airmen, but is about the Airmen themselves. This memorial was built to
remind all who come about the intangible, inspirational qualities of those who
served. It was built to help us remember when one “slips the surely bonds of earth,”
when one takes off on another mission, GOD IS THERE; THEY GAVE THEIR ALL,
AND THE FLIGHT GOES ON.

People will remember that God is there. People of all faiths will come here to
pay their respects, to honor their fallen comrades.

On this ground, a Christian family will kneel and pray, “Lord Jesus, heal my
broken heart.

On this ground, a Jewish family will stand and pray, “God Almighty, heal
my broken heart.”

On this ground, a Muslim family will bow and pray, “Allah, Blessed be Your
Name, heal my broken heart.”

People of all the faiths contained in the hearts of America’s Airmen will bow
and acknowledge the Presence of the Holy and seek His help.”

See full text at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/AFmemorialSrv.pdf;
AF Memorial Web Site www.airforcememorial.org
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Chaplaincy News

From - In a Place Once Shattered, Serenity

By John Kelly
Monday, September 11, 2006; Page Bo3 — Washington Post

A little before 1400 hours on Friday, FaisalRana and UmarAbdul Wahhab
prepared the Pentagon chapel for worship.

Fridays are always busy at the chapel, on the Pentagon's first level, E-ring, fourth
corridor, about where American Airlines Flight 77 slammed into the building that
awful morning five years ago. The chapel hums all week, but settle into one of
the seats on Friday and you'll get a survey course in the great religions. There's a
Catholic Mass at 11:30, a Jewish service at 12:30 and an Islamic service at 2.

The chaplains who serve the Pentagon have always wanted a chapel. It took Sept.
11, 2001 -- and the approval of the president -- to finally get one, said the Pentagon
chaplain, Col. William Broome, a former Vietnam helicopter pilot.

"Here is a place on the site of disaster where faith has sprung to bring hope,"
he said. "There is hope in this building."

About 90 people can fit in the chapel. It's kept "spiritually neutral": No cross, Torah or
Koran is on permanent display. Such symbols are brought out for the various services.

The five stained-glass windows are secular, too. The main one depicts an eagle
and the Pentagon. A ring made from 184 pieces of red glass encircles the words
"United in Memory, September 11, 2001." —

More at WWw.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/InA PlaceOnceShattered. pdf

News You Can Use

From the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life -
In his recent articlein Foreign Affairs, Walter Russell Mead argues that as U.S.
evangelicals exert increasing political influence, they are becoming a powerful force
in foreign affairs. In recent years, evangelicals have voted overwhelmingly
Republican, helping to put conservatives at the helm of U.S. foreign policy, while
focusing their energies on a handful of specific issues, including support for Israel,
the promotion of religious freedom abroad and the alleviation of hunger in Africa.
But as evangelicals mature politically, they are showing interest in a broader array
of foreign policy issues, including some, such as global warming, traditionally seen
as liberal.

The Pew Forum invited a group of distinguished journalists to hear Mead discuss his
article and asked Leon Fuerth, of George Washington University, and Richard Land,
of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention,
to respond to it.

More at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/ GodsCountryEvangel.pdf
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Veterans Ministry -
An Excerpt from Christianity Today -

The first place for the church to start in becoming a helpful partner in the readjustment
process is to gain an understanding of what the soldier and his family face when they
reunite. Both parties have been through odysseys of their own. Both have been stretched,
challenged, overwhelmed, and pushed to the limits of their endurance.

The families have learned to fill the void left by the soldiers. New roles have been assumed
and sometimes mastered. New rules have taken effect. Money has been managed by the
family without the soldier's direct input. New skills have been gained, experiences had, and
friendships made. The soldier is returning to the same family but a newer model. The
soldier's role in the family may have changed, and the family may not even be aware of it.

The soldier is returning from a life of danger to a life of uncertainty. In combat the
military guided and provided. In civilian life the soldier will have to live by a complex code.
In combat the soldier bonded with a few; in civilian life the soldier will be expected to
interact with a myriad of networks of people: family, friends, co-workers, relatives, etc. In
combat the soldier was ‘safe” within the confines of the forward operating base and the
company, squad, or team. At home the soldier will often feel vulnerable, not sure where
he/she is "safe and secure.”

Article http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/juneweb-only/126-53.0.html

Conference on Military Ethics -

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM FOR MILITARY ETHICS
(Formerly JOINT SERVICES CONFERENCE ON PROFESSIONAL ETHICS)

January 25-26, 2007; Hilton Springfield Hotel, Springfield, VA

Greetings: Our important forum continues to evolve. Our new name highlights our
international flavor, and more accurately reflects our membership.

As we did last year, we will start with plenary session on a primary topic as decided by
ballot. Subsequent breakout sessions will address the primary theme as well as other
issues of interest for military ethics.

The theme for the opening plenary session is Religion and the Military. Papers might
involve issues such as:

- What is the proper role of religion in the military?

- To what extent should the military accommodate religious practices and convictions?

- To what extent is it proper for members of the military to take public positions on

religious questions?

- Military chaplains and the separation of church and

state.

- Conscientious objection (selective and otherwise).

- Is it appropriate for military institutions to attempt to develop spirituality in its members?

More at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/ISME.pdf

(Editors note — all may attend the symposium. Registration fee of $45.00 will apply.
Complete agenda at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/2007DraftProgram.pdf)
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A Victory for Marriage and Family Counseling
In the U.S. Military: U.S. v Shelton, decided 22 September 2006
On 22 September 2006, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces (CAAF) issued an
opinion that bolsters the position and ministry of all military chaplains, as well as that of
civilian religious leaders, who provide spiritual care for military members and their dependents
by means of marriage and family counseling. In U.S. v. Shelton, the CAAF refuted a
decision made in 2004 by the Army Court of Criminal Appeals (ACCA), which held, among
several points, that such counseling constituted a secular function, separate from and
unprotected by a chaplain's or religious leader's official religious capacity and thus the contents
of which could not be considered confidential, nor protected by the clergy-penitent privilege.

The CAAF has declared the clergy-penitent privilege to be ‘[o]ne of the most sacred privileges”
existent in the military justice system. In this they echo the assertion of the U. S. Supreme
Court, which has recognized ‘the human need to disclose to a spiritual counselor, in total and
absolute confidence, what are believed to be flawed acts or thoughts and to receive priestly
consolation and guidance in return.” This solicitude for the needs of military members and
their dependents has been included in the Uniform Code of Military Justice since it was
regularized in 1949 and has gained in strength in recent years as it has been reviewed and
clarified in a variety of cases.

U. S. v. Shelton, a long-awaited and anticipated decision, strengthens the rights of those
military members (and others governed by the Uniform Code of Military Justice) who seek
confidential counsel from religious and/or spiritual leaders on issues of grave concern and
moral weight. Moreover, it further clarifies for military chaplains, others recognized as clergy
by MRE 503, other legal professionals within and without the military some critically
important parameters of the privilege. Specifically, it removes all doubt that the marriage and
family counseling provided by these religious leaders falls within the protective fold of the
clergy-penitent privilege.

Such counseling is not a secular function, nor does conducting marriage and family counseling
strip a chaplain or other religious leader of his or her religious standing under military law.
Rather, marriage and family counseling number among the appropriate religious acts
conducted by those recognized as clergypersons under MRE 503.

More at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/VictoryforMarriage.pdf

Excerpt from “A letter from the Navy Chief of Chaplains,
RADM Bob Burt, CHC USN, to the Navy Chaplain Corps”

Dear Colleagues,

On Thursday, 5 October, I started my chemotherapy treatment for Multiple Myeloma per the
treatment plan laid out for me by National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda. I will be taking a
daily pill for 6 to 8 months before intravenous chemo as an inpatient. Protocols following the
chemo require stem cell implants from my own good stem cells. Our prayer is by July '07, at
the latest, I'll be fit for full duty with no cancer attacking my blood system. The Navy doctors
have been phenomenal in their care and I assured them our Corps was wearing out heaven's
phone lines with their prayers.

I want you to know I'm doing just fine with this radical change in health. I've always enjoyed
great physical well-being and vitality and the doctor's consensus is the day will come when I'm
back at that point. Doctors are optimistic that I have many great years of productivity and
quality life ahead. I say, "Amen." We all know ultimately we are in the capable hands of the
Great Physician, but it's also comforting to know He has blessed men and women with medical
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expertise to give us a little help when we need it. The only minor adjustment I expect to make as
your Chief is to monitor my travel somewhat closely for the next couple of months. If my body
responds positively to the meds, I'll be off and running to visit our awesome RMTs again. Until
that time, I'll work out of the office. The tremendous support I get from your Chief of Chaplain's
staff bolsters my confidence that the business of the Chaplain Corps will remain at the same
high quality professional level we have come to know and appreciate. Of course, having
Deputies like RDML Blues Baker and RDML Harold Robinson to support me is significant
beyond measure.

You have blessed me with hundreds of emails, cards, letters and phone calls. I am overwhelmed
at the personal care and concern shown by the most junior of our Corps to senior Navy and
DoD leaders - as well as a personal note from the Commander-in-Chief.

Full text at www.ncmaf.org/enews/2006/november/fullarticle/NavyLtrBurt.pdf

Pentagon Tours
The Pentagon tours program was established on May 17, 1976 to support the nation’s
Bicentennial Celebration. Initially, the program was to last through the 4th of July and then be

disbanded; however, internal support and public demand were so great that the program has
been continued ever since.

The tour route is approximately one and one half miles in length and lasts for approximately 90
minutes. Each tour consists of more than 20 pages of script that cover 20 items of interest to
include the mission of the Department of Defense and each of its branches of service, and
numerous displays that highlight and depict significant moments in military history.

All guided tours of the Pentagon are free and are available to schools, educational organizations
and other select groups by reservation only. Tours are conducted Monday through Friday
during normal working hours. Tours are not conducted on weekends or Federal holidays.
Groups interested in touring the Pentagon should contact the Pentagon Tour Office at 703-697-

1776.
More at www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pentagon/#tour.

Dates and Events

Army
FY2007 BOARD SCHEDULE
(Promotion, Accession, and Others)

1ST QUARTER
COL PROMOTION 19 - 22 SEP 2006
CPT REVIEW 9 OCT 2006
CPE SIT COMMITTEE 19 OCT 2006
ACCESSIONS 17-18 OCT 2006
ACCESSIONS 28-29 NOV 2006

2ND QUARTER
LTC PROMOTION 6-9 FEB 2007
MAJ SELCON 6-9 FEB 2007
CPT REVIEW 12 FEB 2007
ACCESSIONS 21-22 FEB 2007
ACCESSIONS 20-21 MAR 2007

*CPT CPE 21-23 MAR 2007
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RD ARTER

MAJ PROMOTION 3-6 APR 2007
CPT SELCON 3-6 APR 2007
ACCESSIONS 17-18 APR 2007
CSC (SPECIAL BRANCHES) 1-16 MAY 2007
ACCESSIONS 15-16 MAY 2007
SSC (SPECIAL BRANCHES) 15-25 MAY 2007
COL PROMOTION 5-8 JUN 2007
ACCESSIONS 19-20 JUN 2007
4TH QUARTER
CPT REVIEW 9 JUL 2007
ACCESSIONS 14-17 AUG 2007
CIVILIAN SCHOOL BOARD (ACS/DCP) 14-17 AUG 2007
ACCESSIONS 18-19 SEP 2007

DA SECRETARIAT MANAGED BOARDS IN RED
CCH ADVISORY BOARDS IN BLUE
*HELD ANNUALLY AND REPLACES THE BOARDS CONNECTED WITH CVI

Navy - Promotion Boards —

Active O6— convenes Feb 06, 2007
Active O5— convenes Mar 27, 2007
Active O4— convenes May 15, 2007
Reserve 04, O5, O6 — convenes Feb 27, 2007

Navy Chaplain Corps Birthday — November 28th

Air Force - Promotion Boards

2006 — 28 Nov to 15 Dec — Col,CHAP; Lt Col, CHAP
2007 — 27 Nov to 14 Dec — Col, CHAP; Lt Col, CHAP; Maj,CHAP

(Editor’s note — The above schedules and terminology are taken directly from service information. For more information or

clarification please contact a service representative directly. In an upcoming issue we do hope to publish a guide to boards and

selections in the three military departments.)

Links You Can Use

The Military Chaplain’s Association http://www.mca-usa.org/

The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life http://pewforum.org/

The American Legion http://www.legion.or
Religious News Service http://www.religionnews.com/

Coalition of Spirit Filled Churches Member Groups
http://www.spirit-filled.org/memberlinks.htm
Christian Reformed Church Resources for Soldiers
http://www.crcna.org/pages/resources_soldier.cfm
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From the Executive Director, NCMAF/ECVAC -

Welcome to this first edition of our NCMAF/ECVAC Newsletter. It is my hope that you will find
this useful in your own ministry. It is also my hope that you will consider becoming a part of this
extension of our combined endorsers/chaplains ministries.

You can do this in several ways —

Spread it around — We have designed the letter so it can be sent on via e-mail or printed and
distributed. You can forward it to members of your community who may want to know more
about the chaplaincy and how they can be involved. The information we supply will hopefully
inform, challenge and inspire you. We need prayer support as well as your active pursuit of
ministry opportunities and issues for all our military personnel.

Send it in — A challenge for the newsletter is providing content that will assist chaplains and
endorsers.

e Ifyou receive stories from chaplains or other military personnel that tell the story to the
larger community, let us know!

e Ifyou come across a resource that you think will be helpful to others, let us know!
e Ifyou have an idea that works for you that may help others, let us know!

e If you want to advance some thoughts for honest and respectful discussion, let us know!
This is a newsletter for you. It should reflect our common ministry interests and concerns.

Support it — The contributions that flow to NCMAF/ECVAC from our member organizations
and the military community have fallen significantly in the last couple of years. Our annual dues
cover only a small percentage of our program expenses. This lessening of financial support has
occurred during a time in which the activities to support the chaplaincy have multiplied. We
know that there are fewer chapel communities as the strength of our armed forces is reduced and
bases are consolidated. Yet, the needs of those who remain continue and are in many ways
magnified due to increased deployments and the heightened use of Guard and Reserve personnel.
We need your support. Please use this newsletter to encourage contributions that we might
continue our ministry.

Our collective ministries, as chaplains and endorsers in support of our military members, are
making a huge difference. I hear numerous stories of great ministry that cause the goose bumps
to grow — quite an admission for a Quaker. My vision is to get the word out so others can
appreciate all that our people do. I also hope this will permit us, both chaplains and endorsers, to
do a better job facilitating our people to serve. Your interactive participation with this newsletter
and support for NCMAF/ECVAC is greatly appreciated.

One final thought: If you would like us to email our upcoming newsletters directly to you, please
provide us with you email address. Please send to me, jack@ncmaf.org or to our editor, Lyman
Smith, at lyman@ncmaf.org,

Collegially,

Jack Williamson



Thank You to Our Contributors

2005 and 2006 Designated Offerings to NCMAF

Air Force Village West Chapel Fellowship, Riverside, CA
Air Force Chief of Chaplains

Army Chaplains Fund

TP ETTITPIIS Borinquen Coast Guard Station

Chaplaincy News Camp Courtney, Okinawa Marine Corp Base
................................ Cannon Air Force Base

News You Can Use Eielson Air Force Base

................................ Fort Bragg Air Force Base

Dates & Events Fort Dix Army Base

Fort Drum Army Base

. Fort George Meade Army Base

Links You Can Use Fort Jackson Army Base, SC
................................ Fort Knox Army Base

Opinions Fort McPherson Army Base
............................... Fort Stewart Army Base, GA

Contributors Hessen Army Garrison

Hill Air Force Base

Kirtland Air Force Base

Lackland Air Force Base

Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering Station, New Jersey
Langley Air Force Base

Los Angeles Air Force Base Catholic Community
Luke Air Force Base

Madigan Army Medical Center

McConnell Air Force Base

Military Chaplains Association

Naval Support Activity, Gaeta, Italy

Naval Support Activity, Naples, Italy
Quantico Marine Corps Base

Saint Johns UMC

Spangdahlem Air Force Base
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
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To join the list and assist in our
ministry you may send your

contributions to:

NCMAF
7708 Griffin Pond Court
Springfield, VA 22153



