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I s s u e s o f I n t e r e s t

NCMAF/ECVAC Colleagues –

Please permit me to introduce you to our newest initiative – the Newsletter.

The NCMAF Executive Committee has been considering this venture for over a year. We are now
piloting it as a means to advance our respective ministries. The NCMAF guidelines remind us why
we exist as an organization. Below are four of the items from our Purpose and Responsibility
statement. I believe each of these is advanced by our newsletter.

- To provide a means of dialogue to discuss concerns and objectives and, when agreed upon,
to take action with the appropriate authority to support the spiritual ministry to and the
moral welfare of the armed forces.
- To disseminate information on matters which affect the ministry of the chaplains and the
spiritual and moral welfare of service personnel and their families.
- To manifest to the nation and its armed forces that there are common areas of spiritual
and moral convictions to which those within the Conference affirm unified commitment.
- To foster ways and means to support the spiritual ministry of the chaplaincies.
Chaplaincy today is vibrant, essential, and forward reaching.

Chaplaincy is vibrant as we see an ever increasing recognition of the importance of the spiritual in the
lives of the citizens of our nation as well as among our military members. This heightened
awareness is magnified by our nation’s involvement to stop the spread of extremism that employs
instruments of terror. Our chaplains and our nation’s faith communities are critical for our people.

Chaplaincy is essential as our people have need for the services we offer. The military and Veteran’s
organization would be crippled without the chaplaincy. Our nation’s commitment to religious
freedom, free exercise, and personal choice quite literally demands the chaplaincy. Again, our
essential contributions are enhanced by the current deployments and the unstable and dangerous
environment in which our sons and daughters carry on their faithful work.

Chaplaincy is forward reaching as we send our chaplains forward with our personnel wherever they are
called to serve. To do this we have learned to cooperate in ways that go beyond the traditional
interactions in our civilian communities. But even as we do so, we always seek to permit our
members to participate without compromising the faith they have been sent to live and present in
their ministry. This has always been a challenge and is no less so today.

My hope and prayer is for NCMAF/ECVAC to continue to carry out our purposes. We are indeed to
“foster ways and means to support the spiritual ministry of the chaplaincies.” This newsletter is to
serve as a vehicle to that end. I welcome any suggestions you may have to assist in this effort. Please
make use of it in your ministry.

Herm Keizer, Chairman, Executive Committee

Notable Quote
“Military people,

military families are

heavily dependent

upon the comfort

that is given by

prayer--prayer

alone or prayer with

others...”
—Senator John Warner,

Chairman, Senate Armed

Services Committee
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