Notable Quote
“We encountered and

ministered with Navy
and Army Chaplain
Service personnel (and
other professionals)...
We wore three different
uniforms, but had one
purpose, serving God,
honoring and caring for
all.” Maj Kerry Abbott,
USAF Chaplain, on his

service in Iraq
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Issues of Interest
Letter from NCMAF Chairman Herman Keizer
Colleaguesin Ministry —

| was encouraged by our recent gathering for the annual meeting of NCMAF and ECVAC in
Washington, DC. The number present was a record high and the new endorser orientations went very well.
The positive and helpful spirit that permeated the meetings was a blessing to me. Many of you commented
on the spirit of the meeting and the importance of the issues facing the chaplaincy.

As many of you who were present experienced, this was the first year in which the various Armed
Forces Chiefs of Chaplains hosted their own briefing of Endorsing Agents and they were kind enough to
schedule their briefing to coincide with the time and place of our NCMAF meeting. Overall, | believe this
was a positive step, but many of those in attendance voiced to me recommendations with regards to the
content and style of the presentations offered. | intend to pursue your recommendations with the
Department of Defense and the Chiefs of Chaplainsin my visits with them.

As part of the briefings by the Chiefs of Chaplains, Dr. Chu, Undersecretary of Defense (Personnel
and Readiness) came to personally brief al the Endorsers. We were all deeply appreciative of the
commitment of Dr. Chu in supporting Religious Ministry in the Armed Forces and his interest and support
of chaplains and the endorsing process His effort to be with us speaks volumes about the role our endorsed
chaplains play in providing for the needs of our military personnel.

One of the significant documents of NCMAF is the Endorsers Covenant and Code of Ethics
(available at www.ncmaf.org/policies/endorsers codeofethics.htm) that represents the commitment each of
us as NCMAF endorsers makes to the rest of our body. | believe it appropriate to ask you to re-read this
document as you look forward to your ministry in 2007. | do not need to summarize the content, as the
Covenant and Code of Ethicsis short and to the point. | do want to emphasize two aspects of it though —the
commitment each of has made to this ministry and its stress on collegidlity.

In the first paragraph of the Covenant, we as endorsers covenant with God and with our colleagues
to uphold this code and to hold one another accountable to upholding it. These are very serious words. |
know that some of you are serving as endorsers as only one of the many official responsibilities you havein
your respective faith groups. Y ou have many other demands pressing on your time and energy. | do pray
that as you consider your priorities for this calendar year that you will very seriously inquire how you can
best support the covenant you have made to serve as an Endorser. Thisisavery serioustimein our nation’s
historical journey and our chaplains and military personnel are being asked to sacrifice in incredible ways.
You are aprimary link between their pastoral needs and your faith organization’s ability to mobilize
resources to meet the needs of chaplains and their families. May God grant you wisdom on how you can
honor this commitment to pastor your chaplains

Secondly, | emphasize collegiality. Our nation has been marked in recent years with much division
and some very harsh words are being used to divide our people along grounds that should unite and not
divide. Even within our Chaplain Corps' we have seen great division. | appeal to each of us to honor the
spirit of collegiality that we have made covenant to and encourage our chaplains to do the same. Tensions
can run very high at times but even as the tensions are inflamed, understanding, grace, and mercy are ever
more necessary and should be emblematic of who we are as the people of God.

Thank you al for your faithful support of NCMAF and the ministry of our chaplains and your faith
groups to our military personnel. May God grant you peace in this New Y ear.

Collegialy,

Herman Keizer
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Pass It On

Please forward
this newsletter to
others and
consider how you
can make a
difference for
Chaplaincy by
contributing to
NCMAF/ECVAC
through a
designated
offering.
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Letter from ECVAC Chairman Frank Clawson
Dear Colleagues

The Endorsers Conference for Veterans Affairs Chaplaincy (ECVAC) recently finished what
many are calling an informative and inspiring annual meeting. When we are inspired by what is
shared, we begin to see the possibilities of what we can accomplish as we work together in a common
cause.

From the thought-provoking address given by the Veterans Affairs (VA) Deputy Secretary
Gordon H. Mansfield to the inspiring message by VA Chaplain Michael Pallitt, al the ECVAC
Endorsers|eft with the resolve to improve the quality of chaplains serving in the VA.

Since our meeting, there is some good news to report. The judge hasruledin VA's favor on
the motion for summary judgment in the lawsuit filed against the VA Chaplaincy. Unless the plaintiffs
appea the ruling, Chaplain Keith Ethridge and others assisting with the case can begin to focus on
other issues facing the VA chaplaincy. Also, the Department of Veterans Affairs dedicated the
opening of its new state-of-the-art National Chaplain Training Center at the VA Medical Center in
Hampton, Virginia. VA Deputy Secretary Gordon H. Mansfield was the keynote speaker and affirmed
the importance of spiritual care in the overall health care of our Nation’s veterans. (see story below)

Sadly, we also learned that the Director of Chaplain Services, Chaplain Hugh Maddry,
suffered a severe stroke. He has made tremendous progress thus far in his recovery and as of this
writing he isreceiving intensive rehab in Johnson City, TN. Hugh has good use of hisleft arm but has
not spoken yet. He showed some enthusiasm about photos from the dedication of the Education
Center. Our thoughts and prayers go out to him and his family.

It ismy hope in the coming year that we will al promote greater collegiality among our
chaplains. In the words of St. Basil, “agood deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship,
and he who plants kindness gatherslove.” | express my deep appreciation for your friendship and
kindness. May you find joy and satisfaction in your work and peace and contentment in your life's
journey.

Collegially,

Frank Clawson

Report of Death

BISHOP JOHN KAISING died of an apparent heart attack sometime during the weekend of
13/14 January. Hisfuneral was on Friday, 19 January, 2007 at the Crpyt Church of the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D. C. 20017. Bishop Kaising
served as the Endorser for the Roman Catholic Church and was previously a member of the
NCMAF Executive Committee. Our prayers and thoughts are with the chaplains who enjoyed his
ministry as their endorser.

Former Secretary of State says faith integral to

foreign policy - By Robert Marus
Published: November 22, 2006 ABP News.com

Americasfirst female Secretary of State said Nov. 20 the United States must begin educating
its current and future diplomats on faith issuesin order to have success in the foreign-policy arena.

Echoing the thesis of her new book, The Mighty and the Almighty: Reflections on America,
God and World Affairs, Madeleine Albright told the nation's largest gathering of religion professors
that the ignorance of policymakers toward religion is dangerous for the United States. "If Jerusalem
were just an issue of real estate, we would have settled it along time ago. But since all the parties
believe God gave them that land, there's another presence in the [negotiating] room," said Albright,
speaking to the annual gathering of the American Academy of Religion in Washington.

Albright -- who was raised Catholic in Czechoslovakia and Colorado, converted to
Episcopalianism and later discovered she had Jewish roots -- served as Secretary of State under
President Bill Clinton and worked for President Jimmy Carter. Prior to becoming Secretary of Statein




